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2nd Battalion I6th Infantry Rangers

Since that memorable Saturday morning of
22 May 1965 when Lt Col Lloyd L. “Scooter”
Burke told his assembled battalion, “Men this
battalion will be departing for USARPAC short-
ly”, excitement and adventure have been the
keywords.

As the sun rose through the overcast on the
morning of .14 July, the USNS Gordon quietly
glided to a stop off the beautiful beaches: of
Vung Tau. For the first time since the Philip-
pine Insurrection of 1899, the men of the Rangers
were setting foot on Asian soil. Following a
brief ride in a C-130 to the Bien Hoa Air Base,
a hurried truck ride through the unfamiliar
Vietnamese villages, across Highway 1-A, and to
a former rifle range, we arrived at what was to
be our base camp for the next eight months.

That first Sunday night the Rangers ex-
perienced one of the worst rainstorms that many
bad seen. The following morning all set out in
earnest to build a base camp that would be hard
to equal, The rest of July and most of August
the 2nd Battalion, 16th Infantry had the mission
of “Palace Guard” for Bien Hoa Air Base while

the 173rd was up in the highlands. ~All took ad-
vantage of this period and busily set to work.
The “infamous” construction firm of M&M
(Medics and Maintenance) was formed and from
their endeavors came the first permanently con-
structed chapel and post exchange of any army
combat unit in Vietnam. At the same time, the
Mortar Platoon was building what were later
described by many general officers as the best
mortar positions they had seen.

On 22 July the helicopter that was carrying
our battalion commander was hit by a Viet Cong
grenade. The prompt administration of first-
aid by Sergeant Major Caldwell saved Lt Col
Burke’s life. Our new battalion commander, Lt
Col Y. Y. Phillips Jr., came to us from Head-
quarters, MACV.

‘While the construction work was going on
in the base camp, platoon sized operations were
taking place to the southeast. Staff Sergeant
Frank M. Semens was leading his squad when
they surprised a small group of VC in a clearing.
In the brief firefight that ensued, one VC was
killed. This was the first confirmed VC killed

for the 2nd Brigade and the 1st Infantry Divi-
sion in Vietnam.

During the last week in August the Rangers
started a series of operations which never seemed
to end. The initial phase took place just across
the river from the Bien Hoa Air Base. The area
was full of bunkers, booby traps, and tunnels.
The VC in one of these bunkers put up excep-
tionally tough resistance. Company A had the
mission and Sp4 Wayne Beck of Rolla, Missouri,
did the job. He charged the bunker aperture and
pulled the trigger of his flamethrower. For this
act of valor and courage he received the first
Silver Star awarded to a “Big Red One” soldier
since their arrival in Vietnam. The presentation
of the award was made by the Commanding Gen-
eral to Specialist Beck on the eve of his departure
back to the states.

The battalion continued to work up the road
to Phouc Vinh during Operation HOPSCOTCH.
Our primary mission was to secure the area for
the arrival of the 1st Brigade. Though there was
limited contact we did capture a lot of supplies.
Company C led the rest of the battalion, captur-
ing over 100 tons of rice and an arms factory-
including grenades and mines. Company B, not
to be left behind, captured its fair share of rice.
At the close of the operation we returned to our
base camp, “Camp Ranger,” which most of the
troops started calling “Camp Stranger” because
they spent very little time there.

Most of November and December were spent
in securing the new 1st Infantary Division base
and the 173rd Airborne area at Bien Hoa Air
Base. During the month of December the com-
mand spent one night at “Camp Stranger”—
December 13th.

Operation Bob Hope was the most remem-
bered event of December. Christmas Day was a
bright sunny 95°, but the signs of Christmas
could be found everywhere. All of the company
field messes were brightly decorated with a
small Christmas tree, streamers, and lights.
While the Christmas turkey baked to golden
goodness the companies moved out to 81mm
mortar range to secure the division base while
“All those darn rear echelon types” watched Bob
Hope, Carroll Baker, Joey Heatherton, Anita
Bryant, Joey Heatherton, Kay Stevens, Joey
Heatherton, Miss U.S.A., and Joey Heatherton.
Incidently, there were a few other men in the

show.
-Shortly after noon all headed for the waiting



trucks and the ride behind wailing sirens of the
Military Police jeeps from Di An, through the
gnarled traffic and sepentine streets of Bien Hoa
to the Air Base. Here we joined a sea of Air
Force and Army personnel standing in the boil-
ing sun waiting for a show that was two hours
late in starting. After the show the general con-
sensus of opinion was that the wait was worth
it. Following the ride back all sat down to a
well deserved seven course Christmas turkey
dinner.

New Year’s Eve still found us securing the
division area, but now we were next to_the
artillery at Phu Loi. The bringing in of the New
Year will not be soon forgotten. Every piece of
artillery in the camp barked out a volley shud-
dering the ground and sending forth a resound-
ing bang that left no doubt in one’s mind that
1966 had started. 4

For the rest of January local security of the
Bien Hoa area was the basic mission. Limited
operations were run to the southeast of Bien
Hoa. Late in January we moved out with the
brigade on Operation MALLET. Company A
landed in a helicopter assault and was im-
mediately engaged in a firefight lasting almost
24 hours. The effectiveness of the air and artil-
lery was attested to by a later search of the
area by ARVN elements which uncovered 90
VC bodies. The star of the operation was the
Reconnaissance Platoon under the leadership
of Lt Aubrey E. “Pete” Harris. Traveling up
and down the roads in stark defiance of the
local VC, they were involved in more firefights
an ted for more firmed VC kills
during the initial phases of the operation than
the rest of the brigade. When Recon’s vehicles
returned to the base camp they looked more
like swiss cheese than jeeps.

Operations MASTIFF and HATTIESBURG

11 d in the Michelin pl ion area. On
these operations there was limited contact,
however, tons of enemy food stores and equip-
ment were found and destroyed.

Operation HATTIESBURG was the last
campaign for Lt Col Phillips before returning
to the United States. On 17 February Major
General Jonathan O. Seaman, Commanding
General of the 1st Infantry Division, passed the
Battalion Colors and the command of the Rang-
ers to Lt Col William S. Hathaway. Lt Colonel
Hathaway came to us from the Pentagon via
the Armed Forces Staff College.

en we returned to Bien Hoa, word was

received to move our base camp to Bearcat, near
Long Thanh. All set to work striking tents,
picking up floors, and tearing down the few
buildings we had constructed. A typical scene
was a truck backing up to a tent, the troops
loading everything from tooth brushes to tent
poles, and convoys of four to five vehicles form-
ing up for the 12 mile trip. Thirty minutes later
the truck was unloading in our new area which
soon earned a well deserved name “The Dust
Bowl.” The sound of hammers and nails soon
filled the area and the 2nd Battalion, 16th In-
fantry (Construction) was back in business.
Every spare moment was filled with laying con-
crete pads, building mess halls, and hauling
laterite. After a month, we solved the dust
problem as the monsoon season started—now
it was mud.

Company A, having moved three weeks in
advance of the rest of the battalion, were the
logical ones to go on a company size patrol.
Moving on foot they didn’t announce their
arrival by landing in helicopters. The second
night their efforts paid off for the men laying in

three ambushes along a road. About 8:00 PM
a jeep did not reply to the challenge and was
immediately engaged when it failed to halt.
The following morning one of the bodies was
identified as that of the VC District Chief.

The battalion participated in Operation
ABILENE during the first part of April. In the
closing days of the operation, Company C was

d in a fierce firefight with a battali
Standing firm they fought in some cases hand to
hand with the Viet Cong. After five hours of
intense fighting the VC broke contact. Three
days later Major General William E. DePuy, the
new commanding general of the 1st Infantry
Division, visited the company and the wounded
Rangers in the hospitals. He congratulated the
men for their determination and fighting sprit
and awarded medals for valor.

While those who came to Vietnam with the
Battalion Colors look forward to going home in
a matter of days, the new members of the unit
are well prepared to carry out the missions of
the battalion in the days to come.




